
Places of Worship and the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 
2025 (also known as Martyn’s Law) 
 
A briefing note prepared by the Historic Religious Buildings Alliance (HRBA). This represents our 
understanding as at 2 October 2025. [Version 2, with additional material.] 
 
Although considerable care has been taken in the preparation of this briefing, it may still contain 
errors. 
 
Background 
Martyn's Law is a new law requiring that those responsible for certain premises including places of 
worship consider how they would respond to a terrorist attack. 
 
There is a considerable lead time before the law comes into force. For the very great majority of 
places of worship the new requirements are not expected to be onerous and will not require physical 
measures to be put in place. 
 
As well as outlining how Martyn’s Law will apply to places of worship, there are two appendices on 
related security matters. 
 
Outline of how the Act will apply to places of worship 
The requirements of the Act are not yet in force (see below for timing).  
 
When the provisions do come into force, they will apply to premises when it is reasonable to expect 
that at least 200 individuals may be present at the same time, at least occasionally. All places of 
worship fulfilling this condition are treated as being in the so-called ‘standard tier’.1  
 
This means that if your place of worship, and events at your place of worship, are not reasonably 
expected to have at least 200 people present, at least occasionally, you are outside the scope of the 
Act. Although its principles remain good practice, the law does not apply to you.  
 
The requirements for standard tier premises are centred around simple, low-cost activities with costs 
relating primarily to time spent in training and planning in four areas: evacuation, invacuation (moving 
to a safer part of the premises), lockdown, and communication. There is no requirement to put in 
place physical measures. It is expected that the necessary training will be free. The government does 
not intend places of worship to spend money to implement the Act.  
 
It is important to appreciate that all places of worship meeting the at-least-200-individuals condition 
are treated as ‘standard tier’, even if more people are expected to be, or actually are, present. This is 
important, as it means the more extensive provisions for the so-called ‘enhanced tier’ (applying to 
certain premises with more than 800 individuals) do not apply to places of worship. Even if a place of 
worship holds events which are not acts of worship (such as a concert) with over 800 individuals 
present, if the building is primarily a place of worship it is the standard tier, not the enhanced tier, 
which will apply. The requirements for the enhanced tier are therefore not discussed in this note. 
 
Timing 
This Act received Royal Assent on Thursday 3 April 2025.  
 
The Home Office expects the implementation phase will be at least 24 months, i.e. to 2027. This will 
include establishing the regulator function within the Security Industry Authority (SIA), as well as 



ensuring there is time for businesses, premises and events to prepare for the legislation coming into 
force.  
 
Thus at the time of writing (2 October 2025) places of worship are not yet required to take any action. 
 
Useful detail 
A brief summary, which will be kept up to date 
A brief summary, which will be kept up to date, is provided by the Church of England at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/advice-and-guidance-church-buildings/safety-
and-security-church-buildings. Further down the web page is more general information about security. 
 
The Act 
Here is a 2 minute video explainer of the Act, which gives a good overview. It is provided by 
ProtectUK, an official source of counter-terrorism security and preparedness advice. 
https://www.protectuk.police.uk/martyns-law/martyns-law-overview-and-what-you-need-know 
 
For a little more detail about the Act, we recommend this four-page document, although there is no 
specific mention of places of worship. https://www.protectuk.police.uk/sites/default/files/2025-
09/31.187_HO_Martyns%20Law_Myth_buster_Web.pdf 
 
Assessing how many individuals expected to be in attendance 
The Government has provided guidance on how to assess the number of individuals reasonably 
expected to be present at the same time. There are examples (but no place of worship example). 
 
There are various methods, none particularly surprising. For example, you might use the safe 
occupancy for fire safety, or historic attendance data, or the number of seats/standing positions. As 
explained above, for a place of worship the important question is whether the number is at least 200. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-
factsheets/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-assessment-of-the-number-of-individuals-
expected-to-be-present-formerly-known-as-capacity-calculations 
 
Standard tier 
Here is a useful Government factsheet explaining the standard tier requirement, with a couple of 
examples (but no place of worship example): https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-
protection-of-premises-act-2025-factsheets/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-standard-duty-
requirements-factsheet 
 
Further detail 
If you want more detail about Martyn’s Law (which for most readers is probably unlikely), here is a link 
to various Government factsheets: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-
of-premises-act-2025-factsheets; the Act https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/10/enacted; 
explanatory notes https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/10/pdfs/ukpgaen_20250010_en.pdf;  

 
* * * * * 

 
APPENDIX 1: Protective security for faith communities 

For some time, places of worship or other faith community organisations have been able to apply for 
protective security (this is not related to Martyn’s Law). https://www.gov.uk/guidance/places-of-
worship-security-funding-scheme 
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There are three schemes:  

• Jewish Community Protective Security Grant 
• Protective Security for Mosques Scheme 
• Places of Worship Protective Security Scheme (for all other faiths) 

 
 
APPENDIX 2: Other useful material on security and preparedness 
The material in this appendix is general, and not specifically related to Martyn’s Law. 
 
Useful guidance on Risk Management: 

• The ProtectUK Risk Management has been tailored to manage terrorism risk 
https://www.protectuk.police.uk/threat-risk/security-risk-management/risk-management-
process-0 

 
• This provides a set of options which can be used by the private sector and security industry to 

enhance the wider national security posture at times of raised threat or in response to a 
terrorist incident.  
https://www.protectuk.police.uk/advice-and-guidance/security/national-stakeholder-menu-
tactical-options-0 

 
Advice to stewards and helpers 
If you are a steward or helper at an event, these short videos can remind you of a few simple things 
you can do to help keep people safe: 
 

• Spotting behaviours that don’t seem right https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CcFFmcOWM 
 

• Run Hide Tell – What to do in a terrorist attack 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDjv1qdJFhg 

 
• Suspicious items https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAsyNyEaiGc 

 
Free security training 
Free security training events are provided by SAFE (Security Advice for Everyone), and the current 
programme of events can be viewed at  
https://events.zoom.us/eo/AiMZc0RzletAMSzwOhVnGB5kjMCxcl3lY5p1WXT-
9J2FJjr6sdw_~AggLXsr32QYFjq8BlYLZ5I06Dg 
 
 
 
HRBA (as at 2nd October 2025) 
hrballiance.org.uk 
[Version 2 with additional material, still stating position at 2nd October] 
 

1 For the standard tier applying to all places of worship, see ‘Exclusions" at the bottom of this Fact 
Sheet’: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-
factsheets/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-scope-events. See also ‘Premises subject to different 
accommodation criteria’ at the bottom of this Fact Sheet: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/terrorism-protection-of-premises-act-2025-factsheets/terrorism-
protection-of-premises-act-2025-scope-premises 
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