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Coming up:
• Who is the National Churches Trust?

• Who / what / where do we support?

• Is there a grant programme for you?

• Is your project eligible?

• How to apply?

• Our other projects and initiatives



The National Churches Trust

The national, independent, non-profit 
organisation dedicated to promoting and 
supporting church buildings of historic, 
architectural and community value 
across the United Kingdom.

We offer support, advice and funding to 
Christian places of worship of ALL 
denominations

For information on all of our activities 
please visit 
www.nationalchurchestrust.org



Our grant programmes

• £1.5 million grants budget

• 5 core programmes

• Over 450 applications each year

• Award around 160 grants

• 1 in 4 successful

• 3 deadline and decision dates

• Never fund more than 50% costs



Our grant programmes

• Project Development Grants
• Preparing projects upto RIBA stage 1

• Up to £10,000

• Maintenance Grants 
• Urgent repairs to listed buildings, 

under £10,000
• £1,000 to £2,500

• Yorkshire Micro Maintenance
• For churches in Yorkshire using 

MaintenanceBooker
• Up to 50%



Our grant programmes
• Community Grants

• Installation of kitchens and toilets over 
£25,000
• £5,000 to £25,000

• Repair Grants
• Major structural repairs over £100,000

• £5,000 to £40,000

• Cinnamon Grants
• Social action projects 

• £2,000

• Partnership Grants 
• £2,500 to £10,000





Are you eligible?
• Located in the UK, Isle of Man or the 

Channel Islands

• Originally built as a place of worship 
and open for regular public worship

• Open at least 40 days per year

• Work not yet started 

• Led by a qualified professional

• Over 50% funds raised

• For Community applicants - all 
necessary permissions in place



How we assess

• Heritage 

• Case for investment 

• Heritage impact 

• Community impact 

• Risk management 

• Deprivation 

• Priority area

• Heritage at risk status



Top tips
• Read the guidance note before applying

• Supply all documents requested

• Meet any deadlines 

In your answers, let us know:

• Why your project is essential and why 

you need our support

• How the project is well planned, viable, 

sustainable 

• How your community is engaged

• The benefits and impacts of your project



Craiglockhart Parish 
Church - Edinburgh

“The roof report prepared by our 
architects indicated three areas 
requiring urgent attention; roof 
slates, ridge tiles and ivy on our 
halls. ….”

• £1,732 Maintenance Grant in 2017 

• Grade B / Presbyterian



St Augustine’s - Alston
“We need to act quickly to revive 
community interest and engagement in 
developing plans for adapting the 
building for wider community use” 

• £10,000 Project Development Grant 
in 2016 

• Grade II

• To prepare plans to adapt the church 
for community activities, an arts and 
cultural hub and a sustainable future 
as a Place of Worship



Trinity Methodist Church, 
Clitheroe - Lancashire
“The new building will help us serve the 
Trinity family and the wider community 
…. We can now offer a first class 
facility to the Ribble Valley…”

• £10,000 Community Grant in 2014 

• Unlisted / Methodist

• Project to refurbish toilets and 
servery, improve disabled access 
and enhance entrance area



St Columbkille Catholic 
Church, Rutherglen
“This will allow easier and more 
desirable access to church and 
surrounding grounds as this church 
occupies a most significant location in 
the Main Street of Rutherglen…”

• £15,000 Community Grant in 2015 

• Grade A / Roman Catholic

• Project included accessible toilets



St Cuthbert’s Church -
Kentmere
“repairs to the roof will make the 
building watertight and remove the 
danger of any structural failure during 
winter storms & snowfall…details about 
the history of the church & surrounding 
area…will be accessible to all...”

• £10,000 Repair Grant in 2015 

• Grade II / Church of England

• 300 year old roof structure failing

• Highly commended – Building 
Conservation - RICS NW 2017



“The project will ensure continued 
access to the church with no further 
ingress of water and will preserve the 
C15th barrel-vaulted ceilings, moulded 
plaster panels & 96 carved bosses, 
blue chancel roof and C19th tile floor.”

• £30,000 Repair Grant in 2015 

• Grade I / Church of England

• Replacement of lead valley gutters 
to help safeguard C15 barrel vault

St Dominca, St Dominic, 
Cornwall



“Visitors to the church are surprised 
and delighted… We are planning a 
study day…which would have been 
impossible without the new facilities. 
Our project has also drawn questions 
from other remote rural churches and 
we can share our journey with them.”

• £10,000 Community Grant in 2014

• Grade I / Church of England

• Extension for accessible toilet and 
kitchen

All Saints, Hemblington -
Norfolk



“A safer building and new facilities will 
enable us to involve more people to 
visit and learn more about the history 
and archaeology of the building.”

• £10,000 Repair Grant in 2016

• Grade II* / Church of England

• Tower repairs

St Michael and All 
Angels, Meeth - Devon



“The project will make a major 
contribution to the survival and 
development of St Mary's as an 
historically important building and an 
accessible and valued community 
resource” 

• £40,000 Repair Grant in 2016

• Grade II* / Church of England

• Roof, rainwater, window and 
masonry repairs

St Mary, Kemp Town -
Brighton



Join us as a Friend!
Become a part of our growing community, 

and help us secure the future of our nation’s 

churches, chapels and meeting houses.

From £35 per year you can have access to 

our newsletters, annual review, events and 

offers.

Let people know about our work, so that we 

can continue to award grants and offer 

advice to people like you!



MaintenanceBooker &
Yorkshire Maintenance
• Supports clearance of gutters in order to 

extend the life of the building - Yorkshire

• Grants of up to 50% of the maintenance 
contract – must be booked via 
MaintenanceBooker website

• In partnership with the Pilgrim Trust

• Decision within 4 weeks

• Must show commitment to a 
maintenance plan

• Apply via www.maintenancebooker.org.uk



Explore Churches

Show us: 



Other things we do

• Ride and Stride (September 2018)

• JustGiving

• Professional Trades Directory

• ComRes polls

• E-Newsletter

• Advice e.g. on fundraising

• Campaigns – 50 Things, Sacred Wales

• Social media



Key contacts
Catherine Townsend, Grants Manager
catherine.townsend@nationalchurchestrust.org

Verity Relph, Development and Grants Officer (South England / Wales) 
verity.relph@nationalchurchestrust.org

Nigel Mills, Development and Grants Officer (North England / Scotland / 
Northern Ireland) nigel.mils@nationalchurchestrust.org

The National Churches Trust
7 Tufton Street
London
SW1P 3QB
www.nationalchurchestrust.org

Email:grants@nationalchurchestrust.org
Tel: 020 7222 0605 


