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INSPIRES NATION TO

HELP HISTORIC PLACES

OF WORSHIP
-  New Figure For Total Cost of Repairing All England's

Listed Places of Worship
and

First Strategic Attempt to Tackle Problem -

Inspired!, an English Heritage campaign launched today {Wednesday May 10, 2006)

and supported by all the faith groups with listed places of worship in England,
reveals the full extent of the threat facing our historic places of worship and sets out

proposals to help solve the problem. It estimates that the cost of repairing all of
England's listed places of worship is £925 million over the next five years, or £185
million a year. This exceeds the amount raised by congregations by approximately
£118 million a year. Grants available from English Heritage, the Heritage Lottery

Fund and other sources currently total only £40m and the Government cannot be

expected to meet the remaining shortfall.

Survey after survey shows that the vast majority of us, not just churchgoers, care

deeply about our historic places of worship. However, it is also a fact that
congregations are decreasing in size, repair costs are rising and the amount of
money English Heritage can offer is falling in real terms.

Inspired! provides a five-point plan, the most ambitious and strategic attempt yet to
tackle this problem head-on.
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