HRBA ACTIVITY REPORT: THREE MONTHS ONLY JAN – MARCH 2014
Background: Becky continues to volunteer for two days a week. After last year’s difficulties, Trevor is now able to devote more time to HRBA.

The free e-newsletter has been produced every month. There are now 650 recipients. This is a fifty percent increase on the number this time last year. February’s e-newsletter was the first to be sponsored by Luke Hughes and Company. See agenda item 4.

We held a general meeting of members today (5 March 2014) with four speakers. We have started to invite speakers for our flagship Big Update on 3 December.

The third training day on Managing Major Building Projects in Places of Worship is being planned for June 2014 in the East of England. The format will be the same, but with the introduction of surgeries over lunchtime. This came out of the feedback provided after the Bristol event in October 2013.

We have continued to liaise with DCMS over the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme in our capacity as members of the Listed Places of Worship Stakeholder Group.

An application led by researchers from the Open University and Glasshouse on the impact of ‘community led design’ on projects to make places of worship more available to the wider community was submitted to the AHRC. HRBA and other members of HRBA are part of the consortium supporting this bid, and Becky devoted considerable time to helping with the bid, with some input from Trevor. News on whether this application is successful will be known in June 2014. Further details on this will be presented orally.
We have approached one possible additional volunteer to assist Becky with the e-newsletter. If this leads to nothing, we will put out a general call for a volunteer.
Becky is a member of the Giving to Heritage steering group, and has attended meetings.
We received several responses to our request for a graphic designer to help design a flyer. A brief has now been sent to one of the volunteers. 
We have not yet needed the Executive Committee of this Steering Group to make any decisions, so there has been a further delay in setting it up.
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