
Ring out the old;
Ring in the new!

“The bells!  The bells!”





• Tennyson (1850) – “Ring out wild bells, across the sky…”

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.
• Etc…

Bells in our bloodstream



• Woodward (1924) – “Ding dong merrily on high…”

Ding dong merrily on high,
In heav'n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riv'n with angel singing
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!

E'en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And "Io, io, io!"
By priest and people sungen
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!

Pray you, dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers,
May you beautifully rhyme
Your eve'time song, ye singers
Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!

Bells in our bloodstream



• Betjeman (1954) – “The bells of waiting advent ring…”

The bells of waiting Advent ring,
The Tortoise stove is lit again
And lamp-oil light across the night
Has caught the streaks of winter rain
In many a stained-glass window sheen
From Crimson Lake to Hookers Green.

Etc…

Bells in our bloodstream



• Dorothy Sayers (1934) – “The nine tailors…”

‘’… It seems strange that a generation that tolerates the uproar of 
the internal combustion engine and the wailing of the jazz band 
should be so sensitive to the one loud noise made to the glory of 
God.

“England, alone in the world, has perfected the art of change-
ringing and the true ringing of bells by rope and wheel, and will not 
lightly surrender her unique heritage.”

Bells in our bloodstream



• Dorothy Sayers (1934) – “The nine tailors…”

‘’The Art of Change ringing is Peculiar to the English, and like most 
English peculiarities unintelligible to the rest of the world.
To the English Campanologist the playing of tunes is considered a 
childish game, the proper use of bells is to work out mathematical 
permutations and combinations.’’ 

Bells in our bloodstream



To be the strategic leader and public voice of the 
ringing community, the arbiter of standards; and to 
promote an environment where ringing can flourish

CCCBR Mission



A vibrant community of ringers; with bell ringing 
widely valued as an enjoyable mental and physical 
exercise and unique performing art, which 
enhances the life of both community and church

CCCBR Vision



• TO ENCOURAGE AND CELEBRATE EXCELLENCE IN RINGING BY:
• Recruiting and developing new learners and new leaders
• Engaging maturely with the Church and other relevant stakeholders
• Continuing to raise positive public awareness of ringing
• Celebrating and promoting the historical legacy of ringing
• Promoting excellence in standards
• Increasing direct participation in the Central ringing organisation’s activities

CCCBR Strategic Objectives



“Sustaining and developing
the tangible and intangible heritage

of church bell ringing”



https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/home.php





• Number of bells: 44,500
• Estimated number of bell ringers: 32,000
• Who we are:

• From all walks of life ‐men, women, children, bricklayers and barristers, 
librarians and lawyers, engineers and electricians, mechanics and managers, 
scientists and secretaries, teachers and students, young and old, churched 
and unchurched…

• Intimately “LinkedIn” to our local communities
• Volunteers!



• Shore (Manchester)
• Community renewal through ringing

• Mancroft (Norwich)
• Bellringing Discovery Centre

• Ringing Remembers examples
• Birmingham
• Portsmouth

Case Studies



• Ringing Remembers - Sunday 11th November 2018
• Peals (ie 3 hours each) over 100
• Quarter Peals (ie 1 hour each) over 600
• Other performances ~    2400
• New recruits ~    2800 (original target 1400)
• A record-breaking turnout –
• “…an unprecedented record of world-wide ringing on a single day for a 

common purpose.”

Case Studies



• Ringing Remembers campaign
• Once-silent towers now ringing again
• Entire ringing teams recruited from scratch
• Existing teams augmented with new recruits
• Anecdotally –

• Individuals re-engaging with their communities / neighbours
• Breaking down barriers of loneliness and isolation
• Wonderful health and wellbeing outcomes

• Brought together in, through and by…
• HISTORIC RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS!

Case Studies





Case Studies – Re-invigoration:



Case Studies – Ringing World National Youth 
Contest 2018



Engagement with
Church and other stakeholders



Friends and alliances…

… and 67 affiliated societies



Raising positive
public awareness of ringing



“Sustaining and developing
the tangible and intangible heritage

of church bell ringing”



Thank You


