
The Politics of 
the Period

Summer 2016: 
• Brexit Referendum – we’re leaving;
• Almost entirely new Government;
• Newly configured Ministries; 

2017:
• Snap General Election - Minority Government;
• Article 50 triggered - Brexit legislative agenda
• Heritage Statement, Heritage Council

2018:
• 2 lots of re-shuffling
• Planning Reform, Brexit and Soft Power

1



2019 Britain Turns 
Blue

• Housebuilding and Brexit: Building up, 
Soft Power, Cultural Development 
Fund, Environment Bill

• General Election – Tory Landslide –
England Blue, Scotland Yellow
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Pandemic Britain

• Social Distancing
• Sites in lockdown
• Financial Jeopardy
• Furlough and Redundancy
• Emergency Funding
• Housing, Planning, Brexit





Heritage is 
Popular

Heritage Matters



• Funding and Long Tail of Covid
• Charities and small organisations
• Brexit
• Diversity and Inclusion
• Skills
• Rapidly changing digital 

landscape
• Climate Change
• Lack of legislative opportunity



Looking ahead?



Brexit and the 
World Stage 

• Funding
• Regulations
• Movement of People 
• Movement of Materials
• Soft Power
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Reforming 
the Tax 
Regime



Environmental 
Agendas – Re-use

• Demolition emissions alone account for up to 7%  of a new 
buildings  carbon emissions over 60 years.

• Re-using old buildings is an everyday form of carbon 
capture and storage that each of us promotes every time.
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Wellbeing, Society, 
Creativity, Environment
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