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Walpole Old Chapel and its friends – the 
story so far…

Jacquie  Burgess 
On behalf of the  
Friends of Walpole Old 
Chapel



The Chapel in winter 



‘One of the finest early meeting houses … a historic gem’. 





Cohere Arts rehearsing Witchfinder in the Chapel

It felt like the chapel had a powerful 
effect on all the performers by 
focusing them inside the history, 
atmosphere and story of Witchfinder.  
Working in such a beautiful 
environment, in natural light, is 
inspiring and energising, and the 
acoustic supports every sound, from 
a child’s whisper to a full operatic 
voice. Walpole Chapel is unlike any 
other space I have worked in and the 
building played a huge part in the 
development of our show. A real joy.   
Emma Bernard- director



Revd Bill Mahood greets the carol service congregation







The upstairs gallery – made from scavenged timbers 



Carrying marks of generations of ‘the naughty boys 
upstairs’.

Graffiti survey made  by Christopher 
Wheeler, Discovery Project volunteer, 
2024. 





‘The chapel benefits from an active local 
Friends group. Despite the disruption to 
the Chapel’s usual programme of events 
and the associated cleaning which goes 
with opening, caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic in 2020-21, the Chapel interior 
remains in good order and it is apparent to 
any visitors that this is a place that is loved 
and cared for.’ 
Ptolemy Dean Architects, 2023 Report



Investigative works, funded through a project development grant 
from Historic England in 2022 

The  professional team: 

KIRSTIE ROBBINS, Ptolemy Dean Architects – lead consultant*
ED MORTON, the Morton Partnership – structural engineer*
ALISON DICKENS – self employed archaeologist* 

WILL NIXON –  self-employed, Project manager and main contractor
THOM TAYLOR – self-employed conservation builder and SPAB Fellow 

* Continuing involvement in the NHMF/HE conservation and repair work, 
2025.







Heritage, Design and Access statement to support Listed
Building Consent Application, September 2023  



Urgent repair and conservation work to the Chapel 
underway in 2025 

With funding under the NHMF and HE-funded HCT Conservation and 
Dispersals Programme, the professional team comprises: 
EMMA COLLINS and JOSEPH ATKINS, Tricolor, supporting HCT dispersals  
programme and FWOC in grant applications to NLHF & HE

KATHRYN MOORE, Conservation Programme Manager with Churches 
Conservation Trust
KIRSTIE ROBBINS, Ptolemy Dean Architects CDM 
CLIVEDEN CONSERVATION, main contractor 
ED MORTON, the Morton Partnership, structural engineer
STEPHEN SCAMMELL, Sawyer and Fisher, quantity surveyor
TIM FLOYD, timber specialist;  ALISON DICKENS, self employed 
archaeologist; and PHILIP PARKER, bat ecologist 



Cliveden Conservation get to work: 10th May site visit 







Experimenting with lime wash and daub mixtures



Heveningham Hall Country Fair Trust  

Donations from 
all the Chapel’s 
Patrons, Friends, 
audiences,  
visitors  and  local 
people. 

A big thank you to …  

Stuart Heath
Charitable Settlement 



Historic Religious
Buildings Alliance a group within the Heritage Alliance

The Big Update 2025

The Historic Religious Buildings Alliance
hrballiance.org.uk



10 June 2025
St. Marylebone Parish Church

Pat and Will Sharp

WHO BUILT 
WIGAN’S 
CHURCHES?



ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, SWINLEY

Image from 
Christine Thompson



THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1929

Image from Wiganworld.co.uk



ST. JOHN THE DIVINE, PEMBERTON

Image from 
Martin Holden



ST. CATHARINE, SCHOLES

Image from 
Martin Holden



ST. MATTHEW, HIGHFIELD

Image from 
Christine Thompson



ST. MATTHEW, HIGHFIELD



ST. MATTHEW, HIGHFIELD



QUEEN’S HALL, METHODIST MISSION

Image from 
www.Wiganworld.co.uk



QUEEN’S HALL, METHODIST MISSION

Image from 
Martin Holden



ST. JOHN’S, STANDISHGATE

Image from 
John Barton



ST. MARY’S, STANDISHGATE

Image from 
https://taking-stock.org.uk/



ST. FRANCIS, KITT GREEN

Image from 
Christine Thompson



PARISH MAGAZINES



ST. ANNE’S, BEECH HILL

THAT “DO” AGAIN

Images from Wiganworld.co.uk



ST. CATHARINE, SCHOLES

Image from 
Martin Holden



ST. ANNE, BEECH HILL 

Image from 
Christine Thompson

















With thanks to www.Wiganworld.co.uk for the 

Walking Day photographs
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The highs and lows of social media

Rachel Morley



Who are The Friends of Friendless Churches?



Funding landscape



Activity on our social channels



26 March 2020



… and beyond



Mixing it up

Behind the scenes

Mythology & Folklore

Art

Nature

Forgotten folk

Greatest makeovers

Architecture

Curiosities and curious facts

Poetry

History



Followers

Channel 
Followers 

Dec 2019

Followers 

Dec 2020

Followers 

Dec 2021

Followers 

Dec 2022

Follower

s Dec 

2023

Follower

s Dec 

2024

Twitter 6536 25866 40286 45489 47244 47558

Instagram 1920 10694 18014 19565 21369 29402

Facebook 2422 8599 13262 14739 15777 16706

LinkedIn 150 2025 3410 4078 4486 5408

YouTube 0 0 0 0 225 648

BlueSky 0 0 0 0 0 1101

Totals 11028 47184 74972 83871 89101 100823



A Pot of Gold

1. Marketing on a budget

2. The world is your oyster

3. Social circles

4. Real-time updates

5. Fundraising tools



Turning likes to people and pounds

Year Total new members

2017-18 188

2018-19 287

2019-20 524

2020-21 624

2021-22 671

2022-23 103

2023-24 370

Year Total donations

2017-18 £82,638

2018-19 £27,030

2019-20 £122,787

2020-21 £115,992

2021-22 £359,671

2022-23 £216,065

2023-24 £1,567,440



A Capricious Mistress

1. Algorithmic rollercoasters

2. Keeping fresh

3. Elon Musk

4. Online noise



Support your social media



Support your social media



Support your social media



Where to next



Powerful but imperfect

• Put the social back in social media

• Build a community

• Find your organisation’s personality

• Give information at the source

• A potentially powerful but imperfect tool



Thank you!

And if you’d like to follow us on social media, you’ll find us at: @friendschurches

@friendlesschurches

Friends of Friendless Churches

Friends of Friendless Churches

@friendlesschurches.bsky.social

@friendlesschurches
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