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Chairs 
1. Morning: Trevor Cooper (HRBA Chair)
2. Morning: Chris Catling (RCAHMW)

3. Afternoon: Becky Payne (HRBA Development Director)
4. Afternoon: Charlotte Dodgeon (HRBA Events/Venues Officer)



Reusing Cinemas as Places of Worship

Kate Jordan, University of Westminster, June 2025

1938 - Andrew Mather and Keith Roberts - Former Odeon, Dunstable Road, Luton, 
Bedfordshire (Now Calvary Church of God in Christ, 1937-38



Project overview

2-year project 2023 – 2025. Based at University of 
Westminster, funded by RIBA research grant. Led 
by Kate Jordan and Julie Marsh

Project aims: to explore the tangible and intangible 
heritage of former cinemas that have been reused 
as places of worship

2 elements to project: broad survey of sites in 
England and close case study of Zoroastrian Centre
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Survey

List compiled with the help of the Cinema 
Theatre Association

100 photographed, exteriors and some 
interiors

Discussions with a number of community 
members about work undertaken and 
engagement with planning authorities, 
Historic England and local community

Database, photographs and films on projects 
website 



Julie Marsh: Film Installations at the Zoroastrian Centre



Chatham Garden Theatre, New York, 1828. Used for 
Evangelical worship from 1832





“I selected the Italian Gothic style, 
used mostly in churches, to decorate 
the interior of the Granada Woolwich. 
Houses of worship were not intended 
to be like cold dismal drill halls or 
mortuaries. They were not meant to 
depress people. Churches were 
designed for ‘religious shows’ which 
has the same origin as the shows of 
Secular theatre. The aim of 
ecclesiastical architecture was to 
attract people, to offer them not only 
rows of pews in which to say their 
prayers but romantic relaxation and 
artistic pleasure amid surrounds of 
hope, colourful beauty and harmony.”

Former Granada Woolwich, 174-18 Powis Street, SE18 6NL – Cecil Masey and Reginald Uren 
with Theodore Komsarjevsky – 1937 – Grade II* - Converted to Christ Faith Tabernacle 
Cathedral – 2011 



Buzz Bingo, Former Granada Cinema, Tooting









Former Plaza, Bradford Junction, Southsea, Portsmouth PO5 1 –Henry J. Dyer and Son 
– 1928 - Grade II - converted to Jami Mosque – c2000s 



Gurdwara Baba Sang Ji, Smethwick, former Empire Theatre, G Bowden and Son, 1910 – 1957 converted to 
DIY store – 1994 converted to gurdwara



Former King’s Theatre, King’s Place, Ramsgate, CT11 8NN – 1910 – converted to church, 1989 – converted to 
Hindu Temple – 2017 



Former Granada Woolwich, 174-18 Powis Street, SE18 6NL – Cecil Masey and Reginald Uren with Theodore 
Komsarjevsky – 1937 – Grade II* - Converted to Christ Faith Tabernacle Cathedral – 2011 



Unlisted George Coles cinemas: Freedom Centre Internation,  Welling, former Odeon, 1934 and 
Potters House Church, Leyton, former Classic Cinema, 1938



Overview of findings to date
• Currently 101 cinemas in use as places of 

worship in England, of which 24 are listed

• 39 in London (16 listed)

• 29 in the South (3 listed)

• 14 in the Midlands (2 listed)

• 19 in the North (3 listed)

• 17 mosques, 3 Hindu Temples, 3 
Gurdwaras, 1 Zoroastrian Centre, 77 
churches 

• Most have been in use for over 10 years, 
many for decades, at least one for longer 
than it was used as cinema

Former Redesdale Cinema, 224-226, Foleshill Road, Coventry, CV1 4HV – 1933 – converted to 
Nanasakar Gursikh Temple – 1979 



Planning issues and local objections



Next steps 
Working with Historic England

• Introduction to Heritage Assets on cinemas, with section on reuse

• Missing Pieces Project

• UoW/HE/C20Soc Symposium

• Listings

Influencing Local and National Policies

• Written evidence submitted to DCMS inquiry on Protecting Built Heritage

• Policy briefing note distributed to local authorities and amenity societies



Possible listings

Potter’s House church, Leyton, 
former Classic Cinema, 1938Jehovah’s Witness Assembly Hall, 

Southgate, former ABC/Ritz,1933
Fountain Gate Tabernacle, 
Becontree, former Regent 
Cinema, 1929 



Listing test case: Aziziye Mosque, former Apollo Picture House, 1913
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Festival Churches

A Model for Growth

Nigel Mills



What is a Festival Church?

• Church Building Review 2015

• Recommended in the Taylor Review

• Amendments to Canons B11, B14 and B39

• Not an official “designation”

• Very much a positive choice!



A way of “Doing Church”

• Doing less formal worship - but doing it 

better

• Enabling more people to be actively 

involved in the management of the church



The Initial Positive Step



St Mary, Longsleddale

• Small Church in a dead end valley

• Existing PCC wanted to close the church

• 12 month fallow period

• Joint PCC

• Friends Group

• Financially sustainable



From the Brink of Closure



A MODEL FOR GROWTH

• Catalyst for Change

• Numbers increasing year on year

• Engaging more people

• Mission focussed

• A strategic tool

• New potential sources for funding



Looking Forward and Outward



Want to Know More?
The Association of Festival Churches 

www.festivalchurches.org.uk

The Church of England

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/diocesan-

resources/strategic-planning-church-buildings/festival-

churches

The Diocese of Ely

https://www.elydiocese.org/outcomes-and-

documentation.php

http://www.festivalchurches.org.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/diocesan-resources/strategic-planning-church-buildings/festival-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/diocesan-resources/strategic-planning-church-buildings/festival-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/diocesan-resources/strategic-planning-church-buildings/festival-churches
https://www.elydiocese.org/outcomes-and-documentation.php
https://www.elydiocese.org/outcomes-and-documentation.php


Keep In Touch

Nigel Mills 

Festival Churches Development Officer

E: nigel.mills@festivalchurches.org.uk

T: 0740 5919376

W: www.festivalchurches.org.uk 

I’m also around all day!

mailto:nigel.mills@festivalchurches.org.uk
http://www.festivalchurches.org.uk/


The Final Word!
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